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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
This Policy is carried out within the context and spirit of the school’s Mission Statement. It 
supports and reinforces the aims of St Joseph’s Catholic Voluntary Academy, valuing all children 
equally and as individuals. 
 
In contrast to the policies for specific curriculum subjects, this policy relates to the whole life of 
the school. Of particular importance in promoting spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development (SMSC) is the example set by adults in the school, the quality of relationships and 
the standard of daily collective worship. 
 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Voluntary Academy, the promotion of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development is considered to be a ‘whole school’ priority, promoted not only through 
all the subjects of the curriculum but also through the ethos and initiatives of the school rooted 
in Catholic social teaching and collective worship. We value the importance of the SMSC 
experience that the children gain through our Forest School and the work of our ECO team. We 
endeavour to ensure that our child have a voice regarding the SMSC development of our school, 
which is provided though our School Chaplains, ECO team, Sports Ambassadors and Well-Being 
Ambassadors. 
 
All National Curriculum subjects provide opportunities to promote pupils' spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development. Explicit opportunities to promote pupils' development in these areas 
are provided in religious education and the non-statutory framework for personal, social and 
health education (PSHE) at key stages 1 and 2. A significant contribution is also made by school 
ethos, effective relationships throughout the school, collective worship, and other curriculum 
activities. 
 
National curriculum 
The SMSC aspects of education concentrate on the development of the pupil as an individual 
and as a personality, aiming to enrich and extend the human existence of each child in relation 
to the values, attitudes, beliefs and consequent behaviour acquired during school years. 
 
Spiritual development 
Pupils' spiritual development involves the growth of their sense of self, their unique potential, 
their understanding of their strengths and weaknesses, and their will to achieve. As their 
curiosity about themselves and their place in the world increases, they try to answer for 
themselves some of life's fundamental questions. 
 
They develop the knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and attitudes they need to foster 
their own inner lives and non-material wellbeing. As a Catholic school, we place special 
emphasis on the specific teaching and beliefs of the Catholic faith, both within the daily life of 
the school and through the curriculum. 
 
Moral development 
Pupils' moral development involves pupils acquiring an understanding of the difference between 
right and wrong and of moral conflict, a concern for others and the will to do what is right. They 
are able and willing to reflect on the consequences of their actions and learn how to forgive 
themselves and others. They develop the knowledge, skills and understanding, qualities and 
attitudes they need to make responsible moral decisions and act on them. The system of rules 
and codes of behaviour established in our school is an important early introduction to issues of 
fairness for all and to the consequences of operating outside the accepted rule system. Pupils 
are encouraged to understand the need for a common code and to follow it from conviction 
rather than because of consequences or sanctions. Moral development, based on Christian 



principles, should enable pupils to become increasingly responsible for their own actions and 
behaviour. 
 
 
Social development 
Pupils' social development involves pupils acquiring an understanding of the responsibilities and 
rights of being members of families and communities (local, national and global), and an ability 
to relate to others and to work with others for the common good. They display a sense of 
belonging and an increasing willingness to participate. They develop the knowledge, skills, 
understanding, qualities and attitudes they need to make an active contribution to the 
democratic process in each of their communities. The school, but in particular the classroom, 
provides a suitable environment for promoting social development within a Christian context. 
Pupils learn to lead, to use their initiative and to use individual skills and strengths when working 
together towards a common goal. The ability to be led, to support others and to recognise the 
different skills of other group members can be developed when children work co-operatively. 
 
Cultural development 
Pupils' cultural development involves pupils acquiring an understanding of cultural traditions 
and ability to appreciate and respond to a variety of aesthetic experiences. They acquire a 
respect for their own culture and that of others, an interest in others' ways of doing things and 
curiosity about differences. They develop the knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and 
attitudes they need to understand, appreciate and contribute to culture. In order to make 
provision for cultural development existing knowledge, interests and experiences are 
strengthened and then built upon further. In this way pupils gain a deeper understanding of 
their own culture and the factors which influence it and gain a broader understanding of other 
cultures and cultural influences. All areas of the curriculum can be used to promote and develop 
cultural awareness, although the arts (music, dance, drama and art) are used the more 
frequently. 
 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Voluntary Academy we actively promote the fundamental British values 
of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs.  
 
To do this we support our children in developing: 
 

• An understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic 

process; 

• An appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is 

essential for their wellbeing and safety; 

• An understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the 

judiciary, and that while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be held 

to account through Parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence; 

• An understanding that the freedom to hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law; 

• An acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) 

should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or 

discriminatory behaviour; and 

• An understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 



 
 
To do this we: 
 

• include in suitable parts of the curriculum, as appropriate for the age of pupils, material 

on the strengths, advantages and disadvantages of democracy, and how democracy and 

the law works in Britain, in contrast to other forms of government in other countries; 

• ensure that all pupils within the school have a voice that is listened to, and demonstrate 

how democracy works by actively promoting democratic processes such as a school 

council and chaplaincy group whose members are voted for by the pupils; 

• use teaching resources from a wide variety of sources to help pupils understand a range 

of faiths; and 

• consider the role of extra-curricular activity, including any run directly by pupils, in 

promoting fundamental British values. 

 
At St Joseph’s we ensure that principles are actively promoted which: 
 

• enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence;  

• enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of 

England;  

• encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative and 

understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in 

the locality in which the school is situated and to society more widely;  

• enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions 

and services in England;  

• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling pupils 

to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures;  

• encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected 

characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010; and encourage respect for democracy 

and support for participation in the democratic processes, including respect for the basis 

on which the law is made and applied in England. 
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